
AgResults and GALVmed are looking for animal 
health, biotech, pharmaceutical companies and 
other organizations to develop and register an 
effective vaccine to be used against B. melitensis, 
a Brucella species which affects mainly small 
ruminants (goats, sheep, etc.)
 
The scale and structure of the prize is designed 
to reduce the development risk to companies 
by offsetting research and development costs, 
amongst others. These costs often dissuade 
companies from creating a vaccine to be used 
primarily in the developing world context. 
Eligible and successful companies will receive 
three milestone payments at different stages 
of the contest that could add up to a total of 
US $26.1 million in total for one entrant.

For more information on applications 
and implementation, contact:

GALVmed
www.galvmed.org
Brigitte Schiessl, brigitte.schiessl@galvmed.org
@GALVmed

AgResults
www.agresults.org
Info@agresults.com
@AgResults

The Brucellosis Vaccine Prize is one of six prize 
competitions run by AgResults, a US $118 million 
collaborative initiative between the governments 
of Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States, and the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation to incentivize the private sector to 
overcome market barriers and develop and 
create solutions to food security and agricultural 
challenges that disproportionately affect people 
living in poverty.

AgResults contracted the Global Alliance for 
Livestock Veterinary Medicines (GALVmed) to 
be the pilot manager of the program. GALVmed, 
through its partners, makes livestock vaccines, 
medicines and diagnostics accessible and available 
to the millions of smallholder livestock and poultry 
keepers in developing countries for whom livestock 
is a lifeline.
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The Brucellosis Prize aims to incentivize animal 
health, biotech, pharmaceutical companies and 
other organizations to develop a vaccine against 
B. melitensis that will be effective against the 
disease in the developing world where the disease 
remains endemic. 

The winning vaccine will ideally overcome all 
current hurdles that inhibit the efficacy and safety 
of current B. melitensis vaccines in developing 
countries. Additional prize money will be available 
to companies that develop vaccines that can 
demonstrate criteria above and beyond the 
minimum vaccine profile. This may include the 
following characteristics: 

• Protection against one or more strains that affect 
small ruminants in particular;

• Reduced reliance on complex management of 
animals undergoing vaccination;

• Use of an inactive agent;
• And the elimination of the need for refrigerated 

storage.

MILESTONE 1:  APPLICATION 

Companies have one year (after applications open 
on September 1, 2016) to submit an application. 
Applications that meet specific requirements may 
receive the first milestone payment of US $100,000. 
Applications will be reviewed by a panel of industry 
experts. 

MILESTONE 2:  EFFICACY STUDY 

Companies who demonstrate they have 
successfully completed the efficacy study phase of 
product development are eligible for a milestone 
payment of US $1 million. For this milestone, 
companies must test a scaled-up version of the 
vaccine to meet efficacy requirements.

MILESTONE 3:  FINAL PRIZE   

The first solver that successfully registers their 
product that meet requirements set out by 
AgResults will receive US $20 million.
If the same, or different company meets best in 
class criteria within one year of the US $20 million 
prize, they can also receive a US $5 million prize. 

Eligible and successful companies  
could receive three milestone payments 

at different stages of the contest that add  
up to US $26.1 million for one entrant.

Brucellosis is endemic across much of the 
developing world and can impact on the majority 
of the 600 million people worldwide who depend 
on livestock for their livelihood. It is a costly 
disease that affects ruminants (cattle, sheep, 
goats, buffalo, etc.) and causes abortions, 
infertility, decreased milk production, and weight 
loss, amongst other effects. 

While Brucellosis is a zoonotic disease,  
it can cross the species barrier and infect people 
through direct or indirect contact with infected 
animals or by drinking or consuming products 
that come from an infected animal. The disease 
causes severe flu-like symptoms that is similar 
to malaria and can persist for months. There 
are approximately 500,000 new human cases 
reported annually. 

Such effects impact smallholder famers by 
depriving them of their main source of livelihood 
and ultimately reduces their ability to break out of 
the cycle of poverty.
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